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2014 – 2015 Course Syllabus 

 


 

Mr. Thomas 
dustinthomas@sd83.org 

 
Dear Students and Parents, 
 
 Welcome to another year with the Priest River 
High School Band Program. I would like to greet all 
new and returning students as well as all band 
parents. This is my first year with Priest River High 
School and I’m heartened to be teaching in North 
Idaho where I grew up. I’ve heard great things about 
Priest River’s Band Program, and expect more great 
things this year. I will also need every student’s help 
to not only make this band sound great, but also to 
make band at Priest River High School the awesome 
experience that it can be. The help of band parents is 
also greatly appreciated when thinking about trips, 
concerts, and general organization. This handbook is 
your guide to all things “band.” This year we are 
striving to create a culture of musical excellence, a fun 
and supportive band community, and a broad 
musical education. Take this handbook to heart and 



we’ll have a great year. Make sure to sign and turn in 
the agreement at the end during the first week 

Table of Contents 

 
 Course objectives 

 
 Expectations and Rules 

 
 Grading system 

 
 Performance and Event calendar 

 
 Resources 

 
 Parent and Student Agreement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Course Objectives 
 

1. The students will understand how to express emotions and 
deep concepts through music. 
 

2. The students will develop a deep concept of positive self-
discipline in practice and performance of music. 
 

3. The students will develop the skills necessary to accomplish 
common goals as a team… you know, like that point at the 
end of a cartoon when the good guys finally realize that they 
can defeat the bad guys if they work together and then they 
work together and there’s a crazy cool fight scene. Kinda like 
that… but without the punching and the flying jump kicks. 

 
4. The students will master the basic fundamentals needed to 

play a musical instrument and to perform in an ensemble at 
a high standard of excellence. 

 
5. The students will be exposed to and develop an appreciation 

for various musical styles and genres as well as the cultural 
and historical context of the music. 

 
6. The students will be able to express themselves out loud and 

in writing regarding critical thinking, reflection, and 
individual practice of the music. 

 
7. The students will understand the relationship between the 

arts and other subject areas. 
 

8. The students will enhance the school and community by 
performing at school and community events. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Expectations 
 

Let’s start with what I don’t expect… Just as your English 
teacher doesn’t expect everyone to be the next Hemmingway (and for 
your health and mental well-being, I wouldn’t recommend that 
anyway) I don’t believe that everyone here needs to go on to be a 
professional musician, although everyone has the potential to be. 
What I do expect is that everyone gives their best to this band and 
gives music a chance to give what it can give: a means to express 
your emotion and passion, a chance to work hard and follow 
something through to a satisfying end, a place to share a common 
experience with other cool people, and the exhilarating feeling of 
playing as an ensemble and sounding great, creating a meaningful 
experience for you and the audience. Surprisingly enough, these 
things won’t happen if you just follow my rules, you must own them 
and take them on as what you expect from yourself. This won’t 
happen right away, but if you trust your director and be diligent, 
awesomeness will follow. 

This being said, you are smart. I know my students have the 
capability of finding creative ways to get away with stuff. This could 
include finding a place to talk or play so you don’t have to engage in 
what’s going on, sneaking things onto a bus trip that you’re not 
supposed to have, distracting yourself on your cell phone in class, or 
simply telling me you’ve practiced when you haven’t. Though mildly 
entertaining at the time, these things are about as useless as a screen 
door on a submarine. These expectations are not obstacles set up to 
stop you, they are guidelines collected from people who know that 
will lead you toward having a really good experience in band. Music 
has so much to offer, so here’s how to get as much from it as you 
can… 

 

Attitude 



 Expect good intentions from others 
 LISTEN! To the director, to the clinician, and especially to 

others in the band. 
 For heaven’s sake, make mistakes! 
 Be courteous, respectful, and realize how your actions effect 

others 
 Be a team player 
 Listen 
 Follow through 
 Do your best every day 

 
 

Specific Rules and Procedures 

 All school rules apply, read your student handbook 

 Be in your seat by 2 minutes after the bell with instrument and 
music out 

 Rehearsal starts 5 minutes after the bell 
 Don’t bail out early 

 Treat the room and all equipment with the utmost care 

 Put everything back in its place when done with it 
 Do not talk or play out of turn 

 Don’t cover your face with your stand 

 No eating, drinking, or chewing gum during class (excepting 
water) 

 Follow directions the first time 

 Leave the room neat and clean 

 Leave your issues at the door and be focused on music 

 

For Percussionists 
 Do not be disruptive 
 Keep track of and organize your music neatly 
 Have your own music 
 Put away school sticks in the stick bag 

 

Cell Phones 



Cell phones are not to be out in class and are to remain on silent. 
Though I am aware that there are some useful apps available for 
music, they cause to many disruptions and issues as a whole. They 
allowed, of course, during band trips, but then must be turn off 
during those performances. A cell phone going off during a concert 
will affect your performance grade (now, if only I could this on 
audience members). 
 

Instrument Repair 
There’re few things worse than having an instrument that just won’t 
play. If you take your instrument in for repairs, they can give you a 
loaner instrument to use while it’s in the shop.  

PLEASE ASK FOR A LOANER! 
And 

GRAB YOUR MOUTHPIECE, REEDS, 
NECKSTRAP, ETC. OUT OF THE CASE! 

 

District Instrument Use 
A very limited number of instruments are available for those who are 
unable to afford to participate in band any other way. The fee for a 
district rental is $45/year and must be paid before you are issued an 
instrument. 
 

Awards and Recognition 
Rewards for outstanding service are a perk of being in any 

extra-curricular activity, and band is no exception. Requirement for 
these awards are as follows: 

 
Lettering in Band: Maintain a GPA of B+ or above for the 

whole year, have no unexcused absences, have no absences at 
concerts, and have 3 or less absences for any other events, games, or 
other activities. 

Outstanding Band Student: Maintain and A GPA for the 
whole year, no absences at any performances or activities, and 
participate at the Solo/Ensemble festival. 



Sousa Award: This one is voted on by the band members and is 
given to one junior and one senior who have shown the most 
dedication to the program. 

 
 
 

Grading Policy 
 
 In music, just as in all art forms, your grades are not based on 
how close you are to being the next prodigy. In other words, you are 
not graded on your talent, but on your hard work. Someone 
struggling to perform well on their instrument can ace the class 
provided they put in the effort AND the attitude. Likewise a top 
performer decorated with awards can tank their grade by having 
poor attitude and contributing little to the group. If you go the extra 
mile for the band, I will help you, but if you display a poor attitude, 
don’t expect that you are just entitled to a good grade because you 
show up. This class is about how well the ENSEMBLE performs. If 
you facilitate well toward this group effort, you’ll do just fine. Here’s 
a breakdown of the four areas that make up your grade in this class: 
 

Performances 40%: 

Let me be frank here. Attendance at all performances is 
MANDATORY. Let me repeat that… 
 

MANDATORY! 
 
I cannot think of a better way to tank your grade than not showing 
up at a concert, pep band game, festival, parade, etc. One unexcused 
absence will lower your grade by 40% (that’s an A to a D), and 
unexcused absence from a performance cannot be made up. Here’re 
the specifics: 
 
Excused absence from a performance: An absence caused by a 
conflicting school, community, or family event for which the director 



has been notified at least two weeks in advance of the performance 
date. Know that applicable event may be at the director’s discretion, 
e.g., I might not excuse you for your Boy Scout troop’s annual rap 
battle and ice cream social, nor if your sister’s driving to Oregon to 
buy a mint, first edition, signed copy of the original “Where’s Waldo” 
and you want to go with her. I will make exceptions in the case of 
severe illness or an unpredicted family emergency. However, you 
will have to make up the grade for an excused absence through a 
suitable essay or research project of my choice. 
Representation at a performance: Showing up is only half of it. You 
also have to represent yourself well through good behavior and 
proper attire. Attire guidelines are as follows: 
 

o Shoes: All black (not sorta dark grey with a green stripe), girls 
must keep it tasteful (preferably closed-toe pumps) 

o Black Socks: Crew cut or higher 
o Black Shirt and Pants: Black long-sleeve (preferably button-up) 

and black slacks for guys, for girls an all-black top with all-
black skirt or an all-black dress 

o Black does not mean dark gray or navy. All attire must be all 
black with no writing or logos. All school dress codes apply! 
Girls, be aware that sitting on a stage with a skirt that is above 
the knees sitting down may be quite awkward and distasteful. 

 
Your performance grade also includes helping with set-up and tear-
down. Don’t be surprised if you consistently skip out on this and 
your grade goes down. 
 

Participation 40%: 

This is your Personal and Social responsibility. In short, your 
Citizenship. Members of the Band are expected to: 
 Arrive on time for class 
 Be prepared 
 Strive for excellence 
 Work as a team player within their section 
 Have an excellent attitude 
 Contribute to the positive well being of the class environment 



 
This includes not disrupting rehearsal, having your instrument, 
keeping it in good shape with all needed accessories, bringing a 
pencil ALWAYS, protecting your music from undue wear and tear, 
keeping your folder and its contents neat and orderly, and proper 
care of all equipment, stands, and the classroom. Also, unlike in a 
typical classroom, your presence affects the whole group. If you don’t 
show up or forget your instrument, the entire group suffers. Here are 
some specifics: 
 
 Each unexcused absence or tardy will take 5% off your 

participation grade. 
 Each day forgetting an instrument (or anything needed to play 

the instrument) without an excuse will take 5% off your 
participation grade 

 Consistent misbehavior will lower your grade on a case-by-case 
basis 

 DELUGE DAY: This is something a little different. For one 
rehearsal during the year (except for crucial rehearsal days), if 
you’re feeling entirely overwhelmed by tests, personal life, etc., 
you may have a day to stay in the room and chill out. This is 
with my permission and at my discretion, don’t just not show 
up. 

 
Preparation 10%: 

This is essentially your credit for practicing. You will be required to 
turn in practice reports. They will require student and parent 
signatures and will be turned in for a grade. Aside from this your 
preparation in practicing your parts will be evident during rehearsal. 
If it consistently evident that you are not doing your part, it will be 
effected in your grade. Rehearsal is not meant for practice but for the 
learning of the concepts needed to work on your parts at home. 
 

Assignments 10%: 

There will be a few assignments in addition to normal performance 
of literature. Some will be written assignments for which normal 
language and grammar conventions will apply. These assignments 



will not just be busy work but will be designed to expend your 
knowledge in other areas of music. 
 
 
 
 
 

Event and Performance Calendar 
All dates subject to change 

 
o 11 September: Band instrument rental night, provided by 

Clearwater Music, 7:00pm 
 

o 12 November: Gathering of the Bands Festival, N.I.C., CDA 
$10/student (includes dinner) 
 

o 19 December: Christmas Concert 
 

o * 14 March: District 1 Solo & Ensemble Festival, CDA 
 

o * 23 March: Spring concert 
 

o * 29 May: Finale concert 
 

o * May: Graduation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
 
A variety of fairly local resources are available to keep you successful 
as a musician. These includes places for instruments, literature, 
accessories, rentals, and repairs. 
 

Panhandle Appliance, Priest River 
On HWY 2 

(208) 448-1768 
 Small number of reeds, books, mouthpieces, 

etc. 
 

Clearwater Music, Spokane 
8815 N. Division (at the Y) 

(509) 892-3809 
 Instrument repair 
 Accessories 
 Instruments and rentals 
 Method books and literature 
 Lessons 

 
Hoffman’s Music, Spokane 

1430 N. Monroe 
(800) 768-3949 

 Instrument repair 
 Accessories 
 Instruments and rentals 
 Method books and literature 
 Lessons 

 



House of Music, Colville 
142 S. Main St. 
(509) 684-6441 

 Instrument repair 
 Accessories 
 Instruments and rentals 
 Method books and literature 
 Lesson 

Student and Parent Agreement 
Due 1st week of school 

 
As you may be aware, a band cannot run without good 

communication between student, parent, and director. Feel free to 
contact me for anything you need during the year. My email on page 
1 is the best way to do this as I teach at five different schools during 
the week and will be hard to catch on the office phones. I require all 
students and their parents to sign the below agreement. This 
agreement is to keep students and parents accountable for the extra 
requirements and expectations of being in band. Parents, thank you 
for the positive support, guidance, and encouragement you give your 
child. 
 

I have read and understand the PRHS Band 
Handbook. I understand that all band members are 
responsible to come prepared for class each day 
with required equipment and materials. I 
understand that all band members are responsible 
for learning all music on their own time. I 
understand the dress code for performances and that 
all performances are mandatory. I understand that 
all band members are expected to positively 
contribute to the professionalism, respect, and 
success of the band and strive to create a culture of 
excellence in the Priest River Band Program. 



 
Student name (print): ___________________________ 
Student signature: ______________________________ 
 
Parent name (print): _____________________________ 
Parent signature: ________________________________ 


